Fire Station sketch

Page 11 of 11
____________________________________________________________________


FIRE STATION SKETCH

Characters
  CHIEF - The Fire Chief






  BOG - BOGGINS )

          




  COG - COGGINS )  New Fire Service recruits




  FOG - FOGGINS )

                                                

__________________________________________________________________
Props required: 

A small step-ladder

A phone

A small bucket

Optional - A card with the words ‘Don’t panic’ written on it

___________________________________________________________________
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Dominic Fowler as Foggins and Lizzie Lewendon as the Fire Chief

CHIEF
Good [evening], ladies and gentlemen. I am the Chief of the London Fire Department, and I am here today to talk to you about fire. Now, fire is very dangerous - especially when it's hot. And if there's a fire here today, this is what you must remember:


CHIEF SHOWS 'DON'T PANIC' SIGN

CHIEF
So what's the message?

AUD
Don't panic!

CHIEF
Right. So, I'll just put this where you can all see it.



CHIEF PUTS SIGN ON TABLE.



LOUD OFF-STAGE KNOCKING

CHIEF
Excuse me. (CALLS:) Come in!


ENTER FOGGINS - A RATHER PUNKISH-LOOKING YOUNG MAN WITH NO OBVIOUS CREDENTIALS TO BE A FIREFIGHTER
CHIEF   
Can I help you?

FOG
Yes, I want a job.

CHIEF   
You want a job?

FOG   
Yes, I want to be a fire-fighter.

CHIEF
You want to be a fire-fighter?

FOG
That's right.
CHIEF
What's your name?

FOG
Foggins.

CHIEF
Foggins.

FOG
Yes. Keith Foggins.

CHIEF
Keith Foggins. Well, Mr Foggins, a question: Why do you think you could be a good fire-fighter?

FOG
Well, I'm big ...

CHIEF
Yes.

FOG
... I'm strong ...

CHIEF
Yes.

FOG
... And I've got my own bucket.



FOGGINS HOLDS UP SMALL BUCKET

CHIEF
I see. Well, Mr Foggins, do you know anything about the Fire Service? For example, what is the most important part of a fire-fighter's equipment?

FOG
What is ... the meaning of the word 'equipment'?

CHIEF
'Equipment' ... you, know, 'things'. What is the most important thing a fire-fighter's got?

FOG
A bucket!

CHIEF
Wrong!

FOG
What is it, then?

CHIEF
(INDICATING PHONE ON TABLE:) A telephone.

FOG
A telephone?!

CHIEF
Yes, Foggins.

FOG
You can't carry water in a telephone!

CHIEF
That's right, Foggins. But ... (TAKING PHONE FROM TABLE) ... when this telephone rings, someone is in trouble. When this telephone rings, someone needs help. When this telephone rings, someone needs the Fire Station.



TELEPHONE RINGS, CONTINUING UNDER:

CHIEF
And when this telephone rings, Foggins, we don't stop for a second! 
We get out there and we find the fire! And we do it now, Foggins, now!



CHIEF LIFTS PHONE RECEIVER

CHIEF
Not now, I'm busy!



CHIEF REPLACES PHONE RECEIVER

CHIEF
So, Foggins, the most important part of our equipment is ...

FOG
The telephone!

CHIEF
Correct!



CHIEF REPLACES PHONE ON TABLE

CHIEF
So, you want to be a fire-fighter.

FOG
Yes, please!

CHIEF
Well, we are looking for new fire-fighters. So you can have a job.

FOG
Oh, great!

CHIEF
Would you like to meet the other new fire-fighters?

FOG
Yes, please!
CHIEF
Good. Go and stand over there.



FOGGINS TAKES UP POSITION AND STANDS TO ATTENTION

CHIEF
It's time for fire practice. So, fire practice - begin!



CHIEF BLOWS WHISTLE.



ENTER BOGGINS AND COGGINS IN REGIMENTAL FASHION
CHIEF
Boggins!

BOG
Chief!

CHIEF
Coggins!

COG
Chief!

CHIEF
Foggins!

FOG
What?

CHIEF
Foggins, meet Boggins and Coggins. Boggins - Coggins and Foggins. Coggins - Boggins and Foggins.



GREETINGS: FOGGINS, BOGGINS AND COGGINS

CHIEF
Now - a question. Coggins!

COG
Yes, chief?

CHIEF
What should you do if there's a fire in your house?

COG
Go to the house next door, chief!
CHIEF
No, Coggins! You should telephone the Fire Station!

COG
Good idea, chief.

CHIEF
And that's where we start work, because the most important part of our equipment is ...

B/C
The telephone!

CHIEF
Yes. So, telephone practice: Begin!



CHIEF BLOWS WHISTLE.

CHIEF
Boggins!

BOG
Chief!

CHIEF
Get the telephone!

BOG
Yes, chief!



BOGGINS PICKS UP PHONE FROM TABLE

CHIEF
Give the telephone to Coggins.



BOGGINS RELUCTANTLY GIVES PHONE TO COGGINS

CHIEF
Coggins!

COG
Yes, chief?

CHIEF
You are the telephone.

COG

(BEAMING WITH PRIDE:) Thank you, chief.
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Susie Chiverton as Boggins and Hazel Imbert as Coggins
CHIEF
Foggins?

FOG
What?

CHIEF
You are the telephone bell.

FOG
What do you mean?

CHIEF
When I blow my whistle, you make a ringing noise. Telephone 


practice: Begin!



CHIEF BLOWS WHISTLE. FOGGINS MAKES AMBULANCE NOISE

CHIEF
Not an ambulance, Foggins - a telephone! Start again.



CHIEF BLOWS WHISTLE

FOG
Ring, ring. Ring, ring. Ring, ring.

CHIEF
Boggins?

FOG
Ring, ring.

BOG
Yes, chief?

FOG
Ring, ring.

CHIEF
The telephone's ringing.

FOG
Ring, ring. Ring, ring.

BOG
(LOOKING AT FOGGINS) No, it isn't.

FOG
Ring, ring. 

BOG
It's Foggins, chief.

FOG
Ring, ring.

BOG
He's going 'Ring, ring'.

FOG
Ring, ring.

BOG
There you are, chief!

FOG
Ring, ring.

CHIEF
Boggins! Answer the telephone!

FOG
Ring, ring.

BOG
But it isn't ringing, chief!

FOG
Ring, ring.

BOG
It's Foggins!

FOG
Ring, ring.

CHIEF
Well, answer the Foggins!

FOG
Ring, ring.


BOGGINS PICKS UP PHONE RECEIVER

FOG
Ring, ring. Ring, ring.

CHIEF
Foggins!

FOG
Ring - What?

CHIEF
Stop it!
FOG
BUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU (Sound of disconnected phone)


BOGGINS REPLACES PHONE RECEIVER

BOG
Nobody there, chief.

CHIEF
(DESPAIRING SOMEWHAT) Let's start again. (BLOWS WHISTLE)

FOG
Ring, ring. Ring, ring. Ring r--



BOGGINS PICKS UP PHONE RECEIVER

BOG
Hello?

CHIEF
(PROMPTING) Fire station.

BOG
Oh hello, fire station! 
CHIEF
Boggins! You are the fire station!

BOG
Oh, sorry, chief.

CHIEF
Continue.

BOG
Hello. Fire station.

CHIEF
(FALSETTO) Help! Help!

BOG
(INTO PHONE) Wait a minute. (TO CHIEF) Is there something


wrong, chief?

CHIEF
What do you think is wrong?

BOG
No idea, chief.
CHIEF
I'm an old lady, and my house is on fire. That is why I'm calling the 


fire station!

BOG
Oh I see, chief.

CHIEF
Start again.

BOG
(ON PHONE) Hello, old lady. Can I help you?

CHIEF
(FALSETTO) Yes! There's a fire in my kitchen!

BOG
OK - we're on our way!



BOGGINS REPLACES PHONE RECEIVER

CHIEF
(FALSETTO) And the flames are getting higher and higher ...



CHIEF NOTICES PHONE IS DOWN

BOG
Was that all right, chief?

CHIEF
Boggins…
BOG
Yes, chief?

CHIEF
Where is the fire?

BOG
In the old lady's kitchen.

CHIEF
And where is the old lady's kitchen?

BOG
In the old lady's house.

CHIEF
And where is the old lady's house?

BOG
In the ... (REALISES THAT HE/SHE HASN’T GOT THE ADDRESS) Oh dear.

CHIEF
All right, all right! Let's imagine we're at the house. It's this house here.


CHIEF SKETCHES A HOUSE WITH HIS/HER HANDS IN FRONT OF THE THREE RECRUITS
B/C/FOG
Where?

CHIEF
Here!

B/C/FOG
Where?

CHIEF
Here!!


BOGGINS, COGGINS AND FOGGINS TRY TO SEE THE HOUSE

CHIEF
Coggins!

COG
(STILL TRYING TO SEE THE HOUSE) Yes, chief?

CHIEF
Look up there.

COG
Yes, chief.


CHIEF POINTS UP AND MAKES SQUARE WITH FINGER.


COGGINS LOOKS AT IT UNCERTAINLY

CHIEF
What can you see? 

COG
Your finger, chief.

CHIEF
No, Coggins. It's not my finger.

COG
It's not your finger?

CHIEF
No.

COG
Whose finger is it?

CHIEF
It isn't anybody's finger! Look! (PROMPTING) It's a window!

COG
Ah!
CHIEF
Can you see through the window?

COG
No, chief.

CHIEF
Why not?

COG
Because I'm too small.

CHIEF
Right! So what must you do?


CHIEF MIMES CLIMBING

COG
Get a ladder, chief?
CHIEF:
Yes! Boggins and Coggins. Get a ladder!


BOGGINS AND COGGINS RUN TO THE SIDE, AND BRING A SMALL LADDER CENTRE STAGE. 

CHIEF
Put the ladder into position!

CHIEF
Foggins?

FOG
What?

CHIEF:
Climb up the ladder.


FOGGINS STEPS IN FRONT OF LADDER
FOG
Who me?

CHIEF
Yes, Foggins.

FOG
You must think I’m stupid!

CHIEF
Yes, Foggins.

FOG
Oh, all right, then.


FOGGINS COVERS EYES AND CLIMBS LADDER NERVOUSLY

CHIEF
Open your eyes, Foggins!

FOG
(LOOKING DOWN) Aaargh! (LOOKING THROUGH WINDOW) Oh.

CHIEF
What is it, Foggins?

FOG
It's a window, chief. A bathroom window.


FOGGINS CLEANS WINDOW SQUEAKILY

CHIEF
Is there anybody in the bathroom?


MORE SQUEAKY CLEANING

FOG
No, chief.


THE PHONE RINGS

CHIEF
Boggins! The telephone!


BOGGINS LIFTS PHONE RECEIVER. OTHERS GATHER ROUND

BOG
Hello? Yes...yes...yes...yes...yes...yes... OK --


BOGGINS REPLACES RECEIVER

BOG
-- we're on our way!

CHIEF
Well done, Boggins. What is it?

BOG
It's a fire!

CHIEF
(EXCITED) A fire!

BOG
Yes, chief.

CHIEF
Did you get the name?

BOG
Yes, chief.

CHIEF
And the address?

BOG
Yes, chief.

CHIEF
Do you know how to get there?

BOG
Yes, chief.

CHIEF
Well done, Boggins! Right! In line and don't panic!


BOGGINS, COGGINS AND FOGGINS GET INTO LINE HOLDING LADDER
CHIEF
Now, this is your first fire. So, Boggins - where is the fire?

BOG
In Railway Street, chief.

CHIEF
In Rail -- In Railway Street?

BOG
Yes, chief.

CHIEF
What number?

BOG
Number 44.

CHIEF
Number 44? (MOUNTING PANIC) Quick! Hurry up! Get out of here and do something!

FOG
All right, all right! You said: 'Don't panic.'

CHIEF
Never mind 'Don't panic'! Panic!

COG
But what's the matter, chief? It's only a house on fire.

CHIEF
Yes - but it's my house!

ALL
Panic!!



BOGGINS, COGGINS AND FOGGINS PANIC AND THEN LEAVE 


WITH LADDER OR CHAIR AND HUP-HUPPING

CHIEF
(TO AUD) So, ladies and gentlemen, remember: If there's a fire here 

today, the message is -



CHIEF HOLDS UP 'DON'T PANIC' SIGN

AUD
Don't panic!

CHIEF
Right. But if the fire is in your house ...



CHIEF CHANGES SIGN TO READ 'PANIC'

AUD
Panic!



EXIT CHIEF, CHASING THE OTHERS
