“Brave New World”
What does the future hold?
WORLD. 

The world is controlled centrally, following a nine-year war between super powers which led to economic collapse.
There is total social stability. World population is maintained at two thousand million. English is the only language, all others are dead. There is no religion. History and literature are censored.
PEOPLE.
Everyone is happy. Babies are born in test-tubes, and by careful use of chemicals and conditioning (babies are taught in their sleep), people are designed to perform certain functions in life. There are five classes of people. There is no illness or disease, but there is also no emotion or privacy. Everyone looks young until they are sixty, when they are sent to hospitals to die.
ENTERTAINMENT.
People go to feelies, where they not only see pictures, but also feel and smell them. There is no love or marriage, and sex is an important form of entertainment.
Everyone takes a drug called soma, in the evenings with friends and for sleep holidays that last two weeks.
THE ECONOMY.
Everybody works seven and a half hours a day, not because this is necessary but because people like their work too much and would otherwise have too much free time. It is a throwaway, consumer society.
TRAVEL.
The better classes travel everywhere by helicopter, and go on weekend holidays to the other side of the world. Rockets can go from London to America in six and half hours, travelling at 1,250 kilometers per hour.
So during our workshop we have to define pros and cons of modern technology, advantages and disadvantages of modern inventions. Decide what good and bad points we have in our life with them and make a conclusion whether it is a necessity or a threat to our life if we are not aware of their dangers.
“Exploiting the Genius of the Genes”.
(Practice tests 1. Virginia Evans and Jenny Dooley. Express Publishing)
Genetic engineering is creating new kinds of plants that produce oil, plastics and designer foods. Forget about those Frankenstein fantasies: the next 50 years will be all about cows that produce milk with added nutrients and flowers with crazy patterns on their petals.
With the creation of the genetically improved tomato, the gene revolution has already reached supermarkets in America. Unlike other tomatoes, the Flavr Savr is left to ripen naturally. This allows the sugars and acids that add to the flavor of the tomato to develop. Normally, when fruit is ripe it starts to go off. About 50 per cent of fruits and vegetables begin to rot before they ever reach the shops. 
To prevent this, growers usually pick fruit and vegetables before they are ripe and then ripen them using artificial means. This method stops the full flavor from developing. The inventors of the Flavr Savr tomato put an extra gene into it which has the effect of slowing down the softening process. The tomato stays firm even though it has been allowed to ripen naturally and because of this it has more flavor than other tomatoes.
When the Flavr Stavr comes to Britain, though, it will probably only be found in tomato ketchup of sauces and purees. But the Flavr Savr is only the first of several genetically engineered foods on their way to the shops. Soon, it could be joined by healthy new crisps and chips. This is because potatoes can now be engineered to produce more starch, and the more starch in the potato, the less oil it absorbs when it is fried. So potatoes with a lot of starch (крахмал) can be used to make low-fat, low-calorie chips.
To date, more than 50 plants have been changed genetically. In theory they could be given genes from any species, not just other plants. Fish that live in the frozen Antarctic survive because they have special “antifreeze” proteins. If you transferred this gene to tomatoes, lettuce or strawberries, they would be able to be deep frozen.
Of course, there is downside to all this. Plants evolve over centuries and develop natural resistance (сопротивление) to disease. If we tamper with evolution there’s a possibility that nature’s own defence mechanisms will be damaged. However, on balance it seems that if used with care, genetic engineering could have a valuable role to play in preserving our natural resources.
In GB there is a law to mark every product with GM (genetically modified) so that people know what food they eat.
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3 According to the artcle, who is happy about the Internet, and who

thinks it may cause problems?

Write T (true) or  (false) next to each of these statements.
Lisa gave up her computer because t was bad for her eyes.
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1 I television good or bad foryoung children? What effect does it
have on them? Did you watch a ot of television when you were small?
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2 Find the answers inthe text to these questions
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2 Which six points about cars are made by the article?
Putatick +) inthe bores.
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3 Thearticl recommends “using your car ess”, Which harmful effects re reduced ifyou do that?
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